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Assignment for Reflections on Field Experience 3-Day Lesson Design Teach
For your reflection of the experience, please respond to the following, using evidence from personal observations, mentor feedback, instructor feedback, and student artifacts (pre- and or post-tests, worksheets, field journals, presentation rubrics, etc.) that you collected during your lessons.
a) Describe 2 things about your teaching that you think went well and provide evidence (see above) to demonstrate the successes.  
1. I believe that I did a good job being flexible. The class that we taught had several ESL and SPED students. According to our mentor teacher, they rarely get to the “create” stage of the PBI lessons. For our lesson, the students were able to present their appliance designs. We had left the group posters with our mentor teacher and one poster came up missing on day 4. I was able to calm the group and think of an alternative way that they could present. I grabbed a large sheet of paper and guided them to document what they had already done the day before. Mr. Gammons, in his feedback to me, said that he was really impressed that I could “think on my feet”.
2. Another strength was being able to modify to the students’ needs. Our original entry document stated that the students should create a kitchen with three appliances. Each of the appliances should use a different kind of thermal energy. After day 1 we saw that we needed to modify the lesson for the students. On day 2 we called all of the group communicators and relayed the new information. Having one appliance to concentrate on really helped the students to focus on what they were learning instead of being anxious about unrealistic expectations.
b) Describe 2 things that did not go well and provide evidence to demonstrate the lack of success.  Discuss what conversations you had with your observers and how their comments were incorporated into the changes you made to your plan during the course of your lesson. Finally, describe what happened when you made these changes and provide evidence for the success (or lack of success) you encountered.
1. After discussing our lesson with Mrs. York, we made some changes to how we relayed information to each group. On day 1 I sensed some stress in the students so I walked around each group and asked how they were doing. She preferred that  I speak to the group leaders. After the feedback I called group members up their group role on day 2. Teaching in this way allowed me to improve the coordination of the lesson. We did make group role name tags for each member of the groups. Afterwards we wrote down the name of the students in each role. This helped me to keep track of the students when I called them up for quick information. However, I believe that we called them up too often. It was really hard on the groups to be losing group members to DIYs, workshops and information dissemination all in one class period. I would like to organize my thoughts better next time so that I can minimize group absences during the research and create days.
2. I think our DIYs and workshops could have been better planned out. We were under the impression that our students would know how and when to use a DIY. It turns out that they had no idea how to use either. Our original poster DIY just had general directions and block placeholders about how would like the student’s posters to look. On day 2, after verbal feedback from our mentor teacher, I remodeled all of the poster examples. Instead of generic directions, I made small mock posters. I designed several examples so that the students could have a choice in format. Our workshop was similar. Originally we intended for the group to send someone to attend the workshop. After feedback from our mentor teacher, we decided to call students by group roles to attend the workshop. With this modification, we ran the workshop 4 times so that every student would have the chance to attend. They loved it! In fact, I think that it was the workshop that solidified the content material for each of our students.
c) Describe 2 things that you would change if you could teach this unit again. Discuss what prompted your decision to make these changes, including conversations with or written suggestions from your observers.
1. If I were to teach this lesson again I would make sure to give more science support to Melinda. It was really easy for me to forget that she was not solid on all of the science concepts. For example, I forgot to bring a third type of corn kernel for our workshop. I knew that the other two types would work instead but Melinda was really worried that it wouldn’t work. With some help from Mrs. York, she was reassured that everything could still run smoothly. Edits to this lesson plan, as well as any future plans, should have a quick concept review or background. This would be just in case someone else has to teach my lesson. 

2. Designing a kitchen would not be my first pick to teach the three kinds of thermal energy. I would really like to come up with a better entry document for the students. Mrs. York spoke to us about how the students may focus more on the designing and less on the science concepts that they should be learning. I agree with this suggestion. I think that we did not have this problem as much as anticipated because we modified the lesson plan to include only one appliance that used thermal energy.
d) Describe at least 2 specific lesson components that occurred on day 1 and day 2 that prepared your students well or that they were able to utilize in the final assessment/presentation.

1. The students went over the entry document and were able to create a good list of knows/need to knows. We left the list up for all four days and, as part of our lesson, we reviewed it on day 3.

2. On day 2 the students were able to attend the workshop on thermal energy types. We called each group role to the workshop and they were really involved in it. This workshop really cemented the three types of thermal energy and they were then able to answer any questions that I had after their presentation.

d) If you had a follow up day with your students in the classroom what would you do?
In this classroom I might use quizlets as a review on the concepts. I have observed the students playing quizlets with my mentor teacher and they seem to get a lot out of it. 
g) How could this “mini-project”, your lessons and field experience be used either as a launch or a significant piece of a bigger unit?
     This lesson could be used in conjunction with a physics unit or in an earth science unit. Either application could be a launch or a piece. 
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