The Earth Spins

It is easy to mix up the terms "rotate" and "revolve,” but the two are very different.

Revolving means to go around. The Earth revolves around the Sun, creating our
seasons. Ro*c’ring means to spin. The Earth rotates onits axis, crec’ring day and nigH.
When our side of the Earthis facing the sun, we are experiencing day. When the Earth

rotates away from the Sun, we experience nigh’f. Tt takes about 24 hours for the Earth

to make one full rotation. We can't feel the Earth spinning, although sometimes it feels
like we can when we look up at the sky and watch the clouds.

Earth rotates counter-clockwise. This rotation is why the Sun appears to rise in the
east and set in the west. Also, because the Earth rotates and revolves at the same fime,
the Sunis in a different place in the sky during the seasons. In the summer, the Suniis

high over our heads, while in the winter, the sun seems to be lower in the sky. But, the
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